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For The Year Ending December 31, 1999
Please Bring this Tbwn Report to Town Meeting
on Tuesday, March 14, 2000
Printed by Letter Man Press, Claremont, NH
INDEX
Town Officers & Committees 3
Regular Meetings & Events 5
Warrant of Town Meeting 2000 6
Budget 8
Minutes of Town Meeting 1999 10
Town Clerk's Report 13
Tax Collector's Report 14
Treasurer's Report 16
Summary of Inventory of Valuation 18
Tax Rate Computation 19
Summary of Detailed Payments 20
Schedule of Town Property 25
Comparative Statement of Appropriation & Expenditures 26
Board of Selectmen Report 27
Planning Board Report 28
Police Dept. Report 29
Road Agent Report 30
Trust Funds 31
Library Report 32
Library Trustees Report 33
Conservation Commission Report 34
Home Health Care 36
Forest Fire Warden Report 37
NH/VT Solid Waste Project Report 38
Sullivan Cty. Reg. Refuse Disposal District 40
SCEDC Report 41
Vital Statistics 43







Overseer of Public Welfare
Health Officer
Auditor








Kenneth Grant - 2002
Thomas Batchelder - 2000
Lyman A. Young - 2001
John W Balla - 2002
Brenda Longley - 2001
Grant Tallman
Earl Luther, Jr
Gordon H. Gowen - 2000
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REGULAR MEETINGS AND EVENTS
TOWN HALL 835-6879
SELECTMEN: Alternate Mondays 7:30 p.m.
Thomas Batchelder - Chainnan
TOWN CLERK: Mon., Tues., Wed 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Sat. 9:00- 11:00 a.m.
Brenda Longley - 835-6757 or 835-7878
PLANNING BOARD:
Last Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Bruce Bascom, Chairman
CONSERVATION COMMISSION:
Second Wed., 7:30 p.m.
Sam Stephens, Chairman
ZONING BOARD ADJUSTMENTS:
First Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Paul Colsmann, Chairman
RECREATION COMMITTEE:
Second Mon. 7:00 p.m.
Red Longley, Chairman
RECYCLING COMMITTEE:
First Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Town Hall
LIBRARY TRUSTEES:
Second Tues. 9:30 a.m. - Library
Carolyn Jerard, Chairman
LIBRARY HOURS: Sunday 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Tues. & Thurs. 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
DUMP HOURS: Sat. 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Wed. 11:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Sun. 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS
FIRE -352-1100
CLAREMONT DISPATCH - 542-7040
WARRANT FOR ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
MARCH 14, 2000
To the inhabitants of the Town ofAcworth in the County of Sullivan in said state, qualified to vote in
Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to bring in your votes for Town OflQcers, and any other questions, to the Town
Hall on Tuesday the 14* day of March next, between Ae hours of 10:00 of the clock in the morning until
Nine of the clock in the evening to act upon the following
The Business part of the meeting starts at 7:30P.M.
ARTICLE ONE: To vote by non-partisan ballot for the following Town Officers:
One Selectmen for the term of three years.
Treasurer to serve for a term of one year.
Tax Collector to serve for a term of one year.
2 Library Trustees for terms of three years.
/ Trustee of Trust Funds to serve for term of three years.
Two members of die Budget Committee for terms of three years.
Two members of the Planning Board for terms of three years.
One member of Planning Board for term of one year.
Two members of Road Committee to serve for tarn of three years.
Auditor to serve for a term of one year.
Supervisor of Checklist to serve for term of six years.
ARTICLE TWO: To vote by non-partisan ballot for adoption of a Floodplain Development
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board, which meets the minimum requirements for the
National Flood Insurance Program and would allow the Town residents to participate in the
National Flood Insurance Program.
ARTICLE THREE: To see if the Town will accept the minutes of the Town Meeting ofMarch 9, 1999.
ARTICLE FOUR: To see if the Town will empower the Selectmen to serve as pound keepers, measurers
of wood and fence viewers.
ARTICLE FIVE: To see if the Town will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the provisions of
RSA35: 1 for the purpose of purchasing equipment for the Highway Department and to raise and
appropriate the sum of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00) to be placed in this fimd. The Selectmen and
the Budget Committee recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE SIX: To see if the Town vdll vote to appropriate Fifteen Thousand ($15,000.00) for the purpose
Of purchasing a 16+ acre parcel on the Gove Road, to be included in the Town Forest. These monies will
be reimbursed from town forest revenues, beginning witfi approximately $5,000.00 to be paid back by
forest revenues this year. The Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend this appr(^riation.
ARTICLE SEVEN: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of
taxes.
ARTICLE EIGHT: To see if the Town will raise and appropriate tfie sum of $500.00 to help support die
Work of The Community Kitchen, Inc in Keene, NH. By Petition.
ARTICLE NINE: To see if the Town will vote to raise such sums ofmoney as may be necessary to
Defray town charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations of the same as recommended in the
Budget by the Budget Committee.
ARTICLE TEN: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell the Witkiewicz Lot, so
called Lot 257, Map 16. By request.
ARTICLE ELEVEN: To transact any other business that may legally be brought before this town
meeting.
Given under our hands and seal of the Town ofAcworth this 3*^ day of February, 2000
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Thomas Batchelder




A True Copy of Warrant Attest:
Thomas Batchelder^72LM*«-.^F^^-^
Lyman A. Young Uj,^_ t-^ \ Crci—
>
John W. Balla ^l^^^^^^j^
PLEASE NOfi: VOTING ON SCHOOL BALLOT WILL ONLY BE FROM 10AM UNTIL 7PM.
2000 BUDGET FOR THE TOWN OF ACWORTH
CAPITAL OUTLAY
Mach, Vehicles & Equip. 40,000
Improvements Other
than Bldgs. 50,000


















MINUTES OF TOWN MEETING
MARCH 9, 1999
Moderator Kenneth Grant asked that we all stand and have the flag salute
followed by a moment of silence in honor of Leon F. Newton who passed
away in December.
To the inhabitants of the Town ofAcworth in the county of Sullivan in said
state, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to bring in your votes for Town Officers and any
other questions to the Town Hall on Tuesday the 9th day of March next,
between the hours of 10 of the clock in the morning until nine of the clock in
the evening to act upon the following:
The business part of the meeting starts at 7:30 p.m.
ARTICLE ONE: To vote by non-partisan ballot for the following Town
Officers:
Moderator Kenneth Grant
Selectmen John W. Balla
Treasurer Earl F. Luther, Jr.
Tax Collector Grant Tallman
Auditor Cheryl Fernaid
Trustees of Trust Fund Marguerite Hanson
Library Trustee Ruth Balla
Dennis Eaton
Budget Committee Linda Christie
Torrey Greene
Planning Board Richard Bishop
Elizabeth Snider
Road Committee Howell Longley
Bruce Bascom
ARTICLE TWO: To vote by non-Partisan Ballot for the following amend-
ments to the Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board.
Amendment #1 would eliminate the Crescent Lake Residential District
and create a new separate Crescent Lake District. This change would reflect
the difference in character between the Crescent Lake area and the South
Acworth Village and Acworth Village Residential Districts while providing
increased protection for the water quality and other resources of the Lake.
This amendment would affect the permitted uses and boundaries of the
District, and a height limit and several water quality provisions would be
added. Second dwellings on lots would no longer be permitted in the affected
area. For property currently in the Residential district, the minimum lot
size, frontage and setbacks would remain the same. For property which this
amendment would change from the Rural District to the Crescent Lake
District, this amendment represents a reduction in dimensional require-
ments.
193 YES 100 NO
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Amendment #2 would provide more flexible zoning requirements in the
Rural District to encourage land conservation by enabling lot size averaging.
Reduced lot sizes, frontage and setbacks would be coupled with a permanent
conservation restriction on a portion of the property.
161 YES 131 NO
ARTICLE THREE: To vote by Non-Partisan ballot for the following Build-
ing Code as proposed by the Planning Board. Proposed Building Construc-
tion Ordinance would apply to the construction, alteration and/or additions
to all buildings and structures and incorporates the BOCA National Plumb-
ing code, the 1996 National Electional Cede, the N.F.P.A. Life Safety Code
101, along with several additional provisions. These would apply to both new
construction and renovations to existing buildings.
109 YES 186 NO
ARTICLE FOUR: Motion made by Craig Lawler and seconded by Torrey
Greene to amend Amendment #7 by deleting "by adding to Article IIIC, a
requirement that the septic system" and accept the minutes of the Town
Meeting of March 10, 1998. Motion passed as amended.
ARTICLE FIVE: Motion made by Ray Nabatoff and seconded by Ralph
Balla to see if the Town will empower the Selectmen to serve as pound
keepers, measurers of wood and fence viewers. Motion passed.
ARTICLE SIX: Motion made by John Huber and seconded by Lou Tallman
to see if the Town will authorize the Selectman to borrow money in anticipa-
tion of taxes.
ARTICLE SEVEN: Motion made by John Huber and seconded by Sandy
Bisson to see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to purchase a
new highway truck for $40,000.00 (Forty Thousand Dollars) with $20,000.00
(Twenty Thousand Dollars) to come from the General Fund Surplus and
$20,000.00 (Twenty Thousand Dollars) to come from general taxation in
1999. Motion passed.
ARTICLE EIGHT: Motion made by Lou Tallman and seconded by Ray
Nabatoff to see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $500.00 to
support the work of The Community Kitchen, Inc. in Keene, N.H. By Petition
Ballot Vote 93 YES 48 NO Motion passed.
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ARTICLE NINE: Motion was made by Richard Stewart and seconded by
Sandy Bisson to raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray
town charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations of the same as
recommended in the budget by the Budget Committee. Motion passed as
amended to add $500.00 from Article Eight.
ARTICLE TEN: Motion was made by Elizabeth Snider and seconded by
John Huber to see if the Town will vote according to RSA 231-A to change
Hyde Road from Five Points to Jerry Pfohl's barn from a Class VI road to a
Class A trail for hiking, horseback riding, bicycling, skiing, snowshoeing and
(delete where appropriate) snowmobiling. By Petition.
Ballot Vote 84 YES 58 NO Motion passed as amended.
ARTICLE ELEVEN: Motion made by Elizabeth Snider and seconded by
John Tuthill to protect the surface and groundwater resources of the Town of
Acworth, the stockpiling and landspreading of Class B sewage sludge and
industrial paper mill sludge are not permitted in the Town of Acworth. This
by-law shall not apply to septage generated within the Town of Acworth.
Motion Passed.
ARTICLE TWELVE: Motion was made by Richard Stewart and seconded by
Theresa Berntsen to adopt the provisions of the RSA 466:30-a which makes
it unlawful for any dog to run at large, except when accompanied by the
owner or custodian, and when used for hunting, herding, supervised compe-
tition and exhibition or training for such. Motion defeated.
ARTICLE THIRTEEN: The Selectmen presented Penny Amell with flowers
and gifts from the Town Officers for the great job that she had done for nine
years as a Selectmen. Thank you Penny for everything, we will miss you.
Meeting recessed at 9:50 p.m. to finish voting and recessed at 10:15 p.m. to
count ballots.






Motor Vehicle Registrations $ 73008.21
Dogs Licenses & penalties 95 1 .00















of Fiscal Yr. 57,405.68 47,548.27 2,722.56
Liens Executed
During Fiscal Yr. 63,369.55
Int. & Costs Coll.
(After Lien
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Sale of History's, Maps
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TOTAL RECEIPTS EXCLUDING ESCROW ACCOUNT OF 1 125
HELD BY TREASURER FOR FRIENDS OF COLD RIVER
12/31/98 Balance
GRAND TOTAL


























DEBT OUTSTANDING AND RETIRED
DEBT PURPOSE OUTSTANDING 1/1/99 RETIRED DURING YEAR




SUMMARY OF D^JVENTORY OF VALUATION
TOWN OF ACWORTH 1999
Value of Land Only -
18,221.02 acres
Residential
Total of Taxable Land
Value of Buildings Only
Residential
Manufactured Housing
Total of Taxable Buildings
Public Utilities
Valuation Before Exemptions -
Modified Assessed Valuation of All Properties
Blind Exemptions (2 @ 15,00
Elderly Exemptions (6)
Total Dollar Amt. Exemptions
Net Valuation
Less Public Utilities
Net Valuation w.o. Utilities
on which Tkx Rate for State
Education Taoc is Computed

















Utility Summary - Electric
Granite State Electric 505,177
NH Electric Coop 939,168
Total Valuation 1,444,345
Lq Lieu of Taxes
State, Fed. Forest Land 262
Elderly Exemption Report
65 - 74 (2 @ 7,500) -















Total # of Owners Granted Current Use - 191
Total # of Parcels In Current Use - 408
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COMPUTATION OF TAX RATE
TOWN OF ACWORTH 1999
Appropriations
SUMMARY OF DETAILED PAYMENTS
TOWN OFFICERS' SALARIES
Thomas Batchelder - Selectmen 1 500.00
Lyman Young - Selectmen 1 500.00
John W. Balla - Selectmen 1 500.00
Grant Tallmann - Tax Collector 3500.00
Brenda Longley - Town Clerk 1400.00
Earl Luther - Treasurer 700.00
Cheryl Femald - Auditor 400.00
Patricia Rieck - (Health Officer - Resigned) 1 00.00
























Septic Pump 97 1 .45
Pump out Septic 169.00




Administrative Ass't Salary 2500.00
Computer & Printer 3303.89




Spring Tax Bills 924.00
Tax Lien Searches 794.00
UVLS Assoc Dues 745.00
Outside Services 761.50
Telephone 710.21
T. Officers Assoc Duts 1 30.00
Deed Office Recordings & Post. 263.37










Workmen's Comp 2 1 6.00



























































SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY







In 1999 the Board of Selectmen welcomed John Balla to the Board. Penny
Amell left us after 9 years of dedication to our town, her services are to be
commended.
A new computer system was purchased for the tax department. We antici-
pate the purchase of a computer for our town clerk in 2000.
The Board continued its work on up-grading the capital improvements plan
on town roads. Crane Brook Road and Luther Hill were shimmed, Derry Hill
Raod will be the next focus. In our continuing effort to be 911 compliant all
roads have been named and posted, the state is now working on numbering
all houses.
The Board would like to thank all volunteers and committee members who
give so many hours of service to our town. Their involvement is essential to









The Board met 12 times this year. We met the last Wednesday of the month at
7:30 p.m. at the Town Hall which was open to the public.
We had 4 Subdivisions in 1999.
The Planning Board is recommending a positive vote on the adoption ofa Flood-
plain Development ordinance which meets the minimum requirements for and













1999 has seen a tremendous increase in calls over the previous year. 1998
saw 926 calls. In 1999 the department handled 1928 calls, this is an increase of
1002 calls over last year. Again I show the trend in community usage of the
Police Department. 1996 = 148 calls, 1997 = 581 calls, 1998 = 926 calls. 1999 =
1928 calls. The calls for service have been doubling each year Motor vehicle
accidents have dropped considerably over last year, 1998 = 28, 1999 = 18. Do-
mestic problems and suicide calls have been on the rise for a total of 11 in 1999.
There were more arrests and court trials than any other year. The roads have
all been named and the state computers will be updated with the new names.
The Police Department has recovered well over $1,000 in fines for the Town. I
will be filling the back-up officers position this year. One is needed desperately.
There has been considerable vandalism done to local mail boxes in the rural
areas ofAcworth this past year. Unless one can get a license plate ofthe vehicle
or is in the area at the time the vandalism is being done, it is almost impossible
to apprehend someone. The Police Department will continue to work on the
problem.
The following is a breakdown of the calls received by the department.
Dog Problems/Bites 65 Minor-Alcohol/Tobacco
Animal Problems/Bites 37 Criminal Threatening 2
Wanted Person/s 6 Vehicle/Traffic Complaints 48
Attempt to Locate 6 Motor Vehicle Accidents 18
Juvenile Problems 2 Service/Asst./Keep the Peace 34
Domestics - Suicides 11 Motor Vehicle Stops 30
Run -a-way/Missing Persons 7 Criminal Mischief 7
Police Information 140 Vandalism 27
Vehicle Reposessions 1 Fire/Medical Calls/Assist 7
Follow-up Investigations 651 Town Ordinance Violation
911 Hang-ups/Traces 7 Assist Other Departments 28
Annoying/Harassing Calls 14 Untimely Deaths 1
Alarms-Burglar/Medical 1 Theft/Fraud 29
Trespassing Complaints 13 OHRV Complaints 15
Check on Well Being 3 Suspicious Person/s 19
Misc. Complaints/Calls 25 Suspicious Vehicle/s 24
Public Hazards 93 Abandon Vehicle/Property 17
Liquor Violations 2 Noise Complaints 2
Environmental Complaints 1 Arson/Illegal Bums 4
Shots Fires/Gun Complaints 3 Assaults/Fights
Lost/Found Property 13 Property/Bldg. Checks 404
Break-in/Burglary 19 Warrants/Paperwork Served 24
Background/Records Check 32 Illegal Dumping
I would like to thank the citizens of Acworth for their continued support of
the Department, and all the other agencies as well. Another year with a great
job done. Again I remind you to call the department with your complaints. It
may not seem very important to you at the time, but your call may be one of the
missing pieces I need to solve a case. The telephone numbers to contact the
Police Deparment are as follows:
911 - Emergency • 542-7040 - Police Dispatch
I am in touch with Dispatch 24 hours a day.
David A. Webber, Chief
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ROAD AGENT REPORT FOR 1999
All in all, the Highway Department has had a pretty good year, with some set
backs but mostly able to keep to a good schedule of road maintenance and repair.
The new 550 Ford Truck has worked out very well and is able to haul more
materials than the old one ton. It should give us many years of good service. We are
also pleased that the new plow is able to cut a wider path, therefore clearing roads
much faster and more efficiently.
The old '67 FWD is now in need of extensive repairs ($8000 to $9000 has been
estimated) so we have been researching the possibility of replacing it. We have
located an '82 FWD in good shape and I believe that we can, for a little more, update
this necessary equipment. Parts for the '67 are becoming harder and harder to find so
the '82 would be a good step up.
In road projects this year, the department shimmed and tarred the hard surface
roads with the grader, included were Crane Brook Rd., Luther Hill Rd., and parts of
Derry Hill Rd. In the coming year we plan to finish Derry Hill and work on Cold Pond
Road from the tarred section to the dirt section. We also plan to work on the area
around the town garage. Ditching was completed on Ingoldsby Rd., Campbells Rd.,
Derry Hill Rd., Grout Hill Rd., Turkey Shoot Rd., and Livermore Rd. Culverts have been
installed on Campbells Rd., Ryans Rd., and East Acworth Rd. Sealing of the tar roads
on the Charlestown Rd. and Bascom's Sugar House Rd was also completed. Gravel
was added to Cold Pond Rd., Nelson Rd., Henio Rd., and Livermore Rd. Brush was
cut on Forest Rd, Cold Pond Rd., Derry Hill Rd., and Beryl Mt Rd.
New Road signs have been installed along the roadways in compliance with
the State 91 1 Response code.
Gary Carle has joined the crew this year, replacing Matt Balla, and is doing a
fine job.
The Highway Department would like to thank everyone for their response to
keeping the roadside clear while we plow and clear our roads during winter storms
and for their patience while we try to keep a steady schedule of keeping our roadways
in good repair all year.










































ACWORTH SILSBY LIBRARY REPORT FOR 1999
BEGINNING BALANCE OPERATION FUNDS 2118.91
BEGINNING BALANCE SAVINGS FUNDS 14824.97
BEGINNING BALANCE CD#1 15953.68
BEGINNING BALANCE CD#2 14553.34
BEGINNING BALANCE UNDEPOSITED CHECKS 610.95 48061.85
TOWN APPROPRIATION
RECEIVED FROM TREASURER 6033.15
SALARIES PAID BY TREASURER 7540.00
SOC SEC PAID BY TREASURER 576.85 14150.00
INCOME FROM TRUST FUNDS
INTEREST ON SAVINGS & CDl
BOOK SALES & MISC








MISCELLANEOUS DONATIONS 1100.00 1180.00
TOTAL AVAILABLE








BALANCE IN OPERATING FUNDS 2445.95
BALANCE IN TEMP SAVINGS 19623.88
BALANCE IN CD# 1 16369.40
INTEREST BALANCE IN CD# 2 621.74
TOTAL 39060.97
Received in memory of Nancy Sandoe $985.00 and turned




This has been an eventful year for the Acworth Library trustees.
We welcomed a new trustee in April, Dennis Eaton, elected to the seat previ-
ously held by Matt Sarles. Dennis has been an excellent addition to the board.
Unfortunately, we were all saddened by the loss to cancer of our chairman,
Nancy Sandoe, at the end of July. Nancy was always so vibrant and energetic,
and we miss her.
Our excellent librarian, Devik Hemmings, and her able assistant, Barbara Clark,
are in the process of entering new books in SuperCat, the state computer cata-
loging system, which makes our collection accessible through the internet.
Earl Luther kindly turned over to the library some gold coins from Leon
Newton's estate. We have placed them in a bank safe deposit box, while we look
for a way to display them.
Some pieces have fallen from the library roof and it was found that some other
slates were missing or damaged, so we had Site Specific, a local contractor, do
these repairs last summer.
We have been trying all year to move forward on a roof for the handicapped
entrance at the back of the building. We anticipate this being constructed in
the late spring.
The selectmen appointed a new trustee in November Ella (Knight) Brown,
from South Acworth originally and now returned to this area.
Currently we are working on ideas to redo the lighting in the children's room,
and we are very proud of our wonderful new sign, erected by Sign Worx of
Keene in December.
Carolyn E. Jerard
Chairman, Board of Trustees
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Acworth Conservation Commission Annual 1999 Report
The Conservation Commission had a constructive year of efforts in various
activities similar to recent past years. Several of the more important were the Town
Forest, conservation easement monitoring, and wetlands impact, especially near
Crescent Lake and The Cold River, focused by both local zoning, state
requirements, and education in responsible and informed treatment of our local
natural resources.
The Commission is submitting a warrant article at Town Meeting this year
regarding the Town Forest. A privately owned parcel, within the forest, is available
to us for inclusion in the forest. It is potentially a building lot with frontage on Gove
Rd., most likely to become a building site if no action is taken. The Budget
Committee has approved a loan of S15,000 for its purchase, to be repaid out of
future revenues from the forest. This is the price if we allow the present owner to
cut timber before sale to us. The cut would remove no remarkable stands, makes
buying the lot more affordable, and is therefore acceptable to the Commission as a
compromise. The Forest Advisory Committee and the Commission had already
given first priority to including this parcel in the forest if it became available, and
we recommend the town enable us to go forward.
The first cut in the forest was not achieved last year before the ground
thawed, but we expect to succeed this year. We look forward to walking and
appraising this town resource come warmer weather, and would welcome anyone to
join us. We would be very pleased to consider any citizen interested in joining our
Forest Advisory Board, and we thank Peter Wotowiec and Rob DeValk for their
active participation this last year. We are also fortunate to have the able assistance
of our Town Forester, Peter Rhoades.
We continue our conservation easement monitoring of the four parcels in
town. Our direct inspections afoot occurred only on the Clark & Pierce Brook
properties, and more careful inspection and documentation are a priority for this
coming year. We walked a portion of the Clark land clear-cut to years ago, and
witnessed the beginning of forest regeneration as intended, where some mature pine
had been standing in shallow soils, vulnerable to blow-down. Several of us walked
the inner roads, including the right of way from Black North Rd. on the Pierce
Brook land. As the year changed, a prospective buyer of this property presented a
plan for future use. The Commission has discussed this plan with the Societ}' for the
Protection of New Hampshire Forests, the executory easement holder, to whom we
annually report our monitoring results. We have responded in brief form to this
plan as presented, and will carefully attend to this matter as it unfolds.
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We have been active regarding water and wetlands concerns. In co-
operation with Unity, we have continued water quality testing of Crescent Lake and
tributaries and are working for careful control of lake levels in the future, as this
influences the health of the lake, especially as it affects bank erosion. Peak periods
of powerboat use continue to hasten lake degradation, and we continue to seek ways
to alleviate these circumstances.
We have recently been reviewing building permit applications near water,
which usually are within the Conservation Zone, and on Crescent Lake within the
Shoreland Protection Act jurisdiction. Our efforts aimed at informative assistance
to landowners, as well as advising the town about these requests. We welcome the
ability to now respond to select board requests for input upon building permit
application.
The Cold River is now part of the Rivers Designation Program, thanks in
large part to the efforts of Debbie Hinman as a leader in the early organizing,
formally apart from Conservation Commissions, but with their support. This
designation should enhance recognition of the Cold River as a natural feature and
foster multi-town efforts to protect and enjoy this resource.
Clean Up day was a success once again with Commission members and other
volunteers doing their part to pick up roadside trash. On behalf of the town, we
thank all who participated on that day, as well as all who cleaned the roads
throughout the year. Look for our announcements this spring for this year's Clean
Up day.
For the first time in many years, the Commission arranged for proper
disposal of household hazardous waste on four days in late summer and fall. Done
through service offered by the permanent waste facility at the Keene Landfill, it
only had five participants from Acworth. losing this facility, we can all reduce
hazards at home, divert dangerous chemicals out of incinerator stack emissions, and
residues in the incinerator ash landfill in Claremont, and avoid it being handled at
the Transfer Station, which is forbidden from receiving it. We plan to repeat this
collection this year, so watch for our announcements and explanations this coming
summer.
This report fails to mention many other activities of our members educating
themselves and working with other boards in town, doing internal tasks on the
Commission et cetera. We welcome citizen interest in our work.







HCS - HOME HEALTHCARE, HOSPICE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
REPORT TO THE TOWN OF ACWORTH
JANUARY 1, 1999 TO DECEMBER 31, 1999
ANNUAL REPORT
In 1999, HCS Home Healthcare, Hospice and Community Services continued to
provide home care and community services to the residents of Acworth. The
following information represents a projection of HCS ' s activities in your
community in 1999. The projection is based on actual services provided from
January to September 1999 and an estimate of usage during October, November
and December.
SERVICE REPORT
SERVICES OFFERED SERVICES PROVIDED
Nursing 118 Visits
Physical Therapy 77 Visits
Speech Pathology Visits
Occupational Therapy 12 Visits
Medical Social Worker 3 Visits
Outreach 15 Visits
Homemaker Hours 3 Hours
Home Health Aide 279 Visits
Home & Community Based Services* 1,658 Hours
Nutritionist Visits
Health Promotion Clinics 4 Clinics
Home and Community Based Care is a Medicaid program which offers extended
home care services to individuals who are in need of nursing home level care
but can be maintained at home for a lower cost.
Total Unduplicated Residents Served: 4 6
Regularly scheduled wellness clinics, child health clinics, prenatal and




The actual cost of all services provided in 1999 with all funding sources is
projected to be $55,826.89.
The total cost of services provided for a partial fee, or at no charge to
residents in 1999 is projected to be $1,460.25 for home care.
For 2000, we request a total appropriation of $9,000.00 to continue to be
available if needed for home care services for Acworth residents.
Thank you for you consideration.
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REPORT OF TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN AND STATE FOREST RANGER
To aid your Forest Fire Warden, Fire Department and State Forest Ranger, contact your
local Warden or Fire Department to find out if a permit is required before doing ANY outside
burning. Fire permits are required for any open burning unless the ground is completely covered
with snow where the burning will be done. Violations ofRSA 227-L:l7, the fire permit law and
the other burning laws of the State of New Hampshire are misdemeanors punishable by fines of
up to S2,000 and/or a year in jail. Violators are also liable for all fire suppression costs.
There are eleven Forest Rangers who work for the New Hampshire Division of Forests
and Lands, Forest Protection Bureau. During the 1999 season Forest Rangers were busy assisting
communities with suppression of difficult and remote multi-day fires. Forest Rangers have also
investigated numerous complaints regarding violations of the timber harvest and forest fu^e laws,
and taken enforcement action to ensure compliance. If you have any questions regarding forest
fu-e or timber harvest laws, please call our office at 271-2217.
There are 2400 Forest Fire Wardens and Deputy Forest Fire Wardens throughout the
state. Each town has a Forest Fire Warden and several Deputy Wardens who assist the Forest
Rangers with forest fire suppression, prevention, and law enforcement. The 1999 fire season was
a challenging but safe year for wildland firefighters in New Hampshire. The severe drought
conditions throughout the spring and summer months combined with residual effects of 1998 Ice
Storm, resulted in a dramatic increase in wildland fu"es. In addition to burning in excess of 452
acres, 35 structures were also impacted by wildfire. Wildland fires in the urban interface is a
serious concern for both landowners and firefighters. Homeowners can help protect their
structures by maintaining adequate green space around them and making sure that houses are
properly identified with street numbers.
The State of New Hampshire operates 15 fire towers, 2 mobile patrols and 3 contract
aircraft patrols. This early detection and reports fi-om citizens aid in the quick response fi-om
local fire departments. This is a critical factor in controlling the size of wildland fires and
keeping the loss of property and suppression costs as low as possible.
Please contact yoiu' local fire department before doing ANV" outside burning.
REMEMBER ONXY YOU CAN PREVENT FOREST FIRES!
!
1999 FIRE STATISTICS
(All Fires Reported thiu December 10, 1999)
TOTALS BY COUNTY CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED
NH/VT SOLID WASTE PROJECT
1999 ANNUAL REPORT
The Project offices greeted 1999 in new offices located at 130 Pleasant Street in Claremont. This
move provided cost savings as vwell as updated facilities and better parking.
As we did in 1998, every effort was made to keep the tipping fee low, which again worked to
discourage diversion of waste from our communities. The collective efforts of all Project representatives
resulted in the delivery of approximately 49,700 tons to the Claremont incinerator. The continuing efforts
of both the Sullivan County Regional Refuse Disposal District and the Southem Windsor/Windham
Counties Solid Waste Management District to responsibly address their responsibilities for solid waste
management and disposal have t)enefited us all.
Both the short- and long-tenn planning efforts begun in 1998 continued throughout 1999. We are
still faced with a lack of capacity at the ash landfill because it will be full in early 2001 , and a decision on
whether to close the facility and pay the additional cost of transporting the ash to an alternative landfill or
to construct some type of expansion needs to be made in the immediate future.
The Project continued its efforts to solicit all ideas and concepts in order to make the best
possible decisions with regard to the future of the landfill, ash disposal options through 2007 and
consideration of the future of the Project after the Waste Disposal Agreement expires in 2007. As part of
this effort, proposals were solicited from the general public as well as the waste industry. Each person
who submitted a proposal was given an opportunity to make a presentation to the Joint Meeting to ensure
that all ideas were fully understood.
This process took us into the fall and resulted in the decision to finish the process with the
assistance of a professional facilitator as well as a recommendation that the issues under consideration
be divided into two tracks. A final decision on the fadlitator(s) is anticipated in early 2000, and the
facilitator is antidpated to be used to address the long-tenn planning considerations, while the Joint
Meeting will address the short-tenn issue of the landfill reaching capacity in the short-tenn. In November
the Joint Meeting decided to use an anonymous ballot vote to identify the top three preferences of a




Transfer Property to Wheeiabrator
2. Lateral Expansion of the Landfill
3. Vertical Expansion of the Landfill
On the legislative front, there were several bills introduced in the New i-iampshire Legisiature that
affected the Project and/or the Sullivan County Regional Refuse Disposal District, while activity affecting
the Project in the Venmont legislature was fairly quiet. Among the most noteworthy were the mercury bill,
establishment of a committee to study the NH District, and a bill introduced by the Town of Newport to
remove the ash landfill's exemption from local land use controls as a result of its municipal ownership.
The mercury bill received a large amount of attention from the Project office and many individual
rsprsssntativss because it poses signif.cant cost irnplications to both Districts. Eveny effort wgs made
with the assistance of Senator Disnard (Claremont) and Senator Johnson (Meredith) to ensure that state
funds were included so that the bill did not create an unfunded mandate for the New Hampshire
communities. This effort will continue through this legislative session as the bill has gone to a conference
committee between the House and Senate to reconcile differences in the versions passed by each. If
successful in maintaining funding for the New Hampshire communities, this will avoid an expense which
could potentially exceed $866,000 for capital costs and tens of thousands of dollars in annual operating
and maintenance expenses required by the retrofit through 2007. As you can see. the impacts are
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potentially significant and the continuing assistance and support of the towns and representatives is
greatly appreciated.
Representative Tuthill (Acworth) introduced several bills in the New Hampshire legislature which
were harmful to the common interests of the Project. Only one of Representative Tuthill's bills passed
and that was a bill that created a legislative committee to study the organizational, financial and
environmental impacts of the Sullivan County Regional Refuse Disposal District on Sullivan County. This
committee is comprised of Representatives Patten, Leone and Foster, as well as Senators Disnard,
Johnson and Below. Given the scope of the task, the committee chair, Representative Patten, is seeking
authorization for an extension to file a report. This committee has held several meetings in Concord as
well as a public forum in Claremont, and has received voluminous materials from many interested parties.
If you nvould like more inforrr^ition on this committee, please feel free tc contact the Project offices at
603/543-1201.
Discussions with the Town of Newport are continuing in an effort to address the concerns of the
community hosting the ash landfill with regard to future uses of the site. The Town of Newport adopted a
zoning ordinance and land use regulations at their last town meeting which address solid waste facilities.
The only litigation involving the Project in 1999 was a lav/suit filed by Newport representative
Peter Franklin seeking access to confidential infonnation under the New Hampshire "right to know law"
(RSA 91 -A) which provides access to public records to members of the public. Unfortunately, this issue
has escalated tiecause of efforts by Mr. Franklin's attorneys to raise questions on whether the Project's
collective activities are controlled by the Joint Meeting or independently by the individual districts. As
many of you may recall, this issue with regard to budget authority was settled through an arbitration
between the two districts several years ago and confirmed that the Joint Meeting is the body which holds
the collective authority to govern the Project. It is hoped that a decision by the Executive Committee
establishing controls on access by Mr. Franklin to confidential information will resolve this case, thereby
avoiding further litigation or the potential need for another arbitration.
The FY2000 budget was adopted by the Joint Meeting in the amount of $3,587,983. This budget
allows the tipping fee to remain competitive at $66.88 per ton, effective January 1 , 2000. The Southem
Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District voted to adopt a budget which included an
additional $2/per ton surcharge to generate funds for District specific activities including household
hazardous waste collection. As of the writing of this report, the Sullivan County Regional Refuse
Disposal District has yet to adopt an annual budget. The VT District tipping fee will go into effect on March
1 . 2000 for v.asts delivered from its member communities.
As 1999 draws to a dose, we continue to enjoy active participation in district and executive
committee meetings. The future decisions made by the Joint Meeting will undoubtedly be made stronger




Sullivan County Regional Refuse Disposal District
The Sullivan County Regional Refuse Disposal District, referred to as the "NH
district" here, addressed difficult issues during 1999, including:
-a controversial proposal by the NH/VT Solid Waste Project to sell the publicly
owned ash landfill in Newport, NH to a private company,
-the Project budgeting process and financial reporting,
-assuring access to financial and legal information about the Project for all NH district
representatives and alternates.
Acworth joined a majority ofNH district towns opposing the sale or lease, and
any expansion of the ash landfill for conversion to a municipal solid waste disposal
site. The NH district overwhelmingly supported full and open access to the Project's
legal and business records.
The Project spent over $150,000 on legal fees and lobbying in 1999, contributing
to a substantial deficit. More than half of this amount was spent on litigation to
prevent district representatives from gaining access to documents which management
and leadership classified as "privileged and confidential." The NH district's interests
are not effectively protected by the Project's legal counsel. NH towns pay nearly 60%
of the Project's legal invoices without an opportunity to review the detailed statements
for legal services.
Disposal fees rose from $57 per ton to $66.88 in 2000. The increase takes effect
on March 1 . The town continues to pay the waste district $4000/yr as part of a
settlement agreement reached in 1998, the result of the unsuccessful effort to leave
the district in 1994.
Reducing the amount of waste sent for disposal remains the most effective way
to offset costs. As the NH district enters the final seven years of its contract with
Wheelabrator, Acworth needs to begin to work on a plan to safely manage recycling
and waste reduction at a local level.
Respectfully submitted,
John Tuthill SCRRDD Representative 863-6366
Debby Hinman Alternate Representative 835-2309
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Sullivan County Economic Development Council
(SCEDC)
Our organizational Mission Statement states: The Sullivan County Economic
Development Council (SCEDC) is committed to the continuous creation ofmeaningful
employment opportunities and the increasing oflocalproperty tax revenues within
Sullivan County's 15 communities. In support ofthis mission, the Council will pursue
economic growth and diversification - as well as advocacy positions on issues affecting
these pursuits.
Economic Development can be defined as a series of planned activities designed
to assist and encourage positive investment in a community and region. A primary
activity of SCEDC is to create a positive environment for new private investment. To this
end, the Council has begun several efforts this past year. Recognizing that Sullivan
County's attributes and resources are not well recognized, the Council sponsored an all
day Sullivan County Economic Summit whose purpose was to spot light the County's
many assets. Over 100 businesspeople, local officials, educators and state development
officials attended the Summit. The consensus of the Summit was that SCEDC, in
cooperation with local development corporations, should market the County's resources
to growing companies in the Hanover - Lebanon and Keene areas who may be
considering a plant expansion. We have met with companies from these areas who have
expressed an interest in Sullivan County. The Summit provided the momentum for the
implementation of several action items. Sullivan County has a real friend in Dr. Robert
Dean - an entrepreneur, innovator and businessman who has created five companies in
the Hanover - Lebanon area. He is very supportive in these efforts!
The Council believes strongly that the existing companies provide the most
opportunity for new employment opportunities. Therefore, through the Business
Visitation Program (BVP), we continue to meet with several local businesses in order to
become acquainted with their concerns so we may be of assistance.
The NH Office of Business and Industrial Development is the primary contact for
companies who seek to expand or locate in New Hampshire. We organized three
meetings with representatives from OBID as part of an effort to "sell the sellers" who are
responsible for promoting New Hampshire. SCEDC is working with our communities so
that we will be an attractive location for new investment. As a result, OBED has a better
appreciation and understanding of our attributes - sites, buildings, labor force and the
community itself!
Financing is a key component in fostering economic development. To this end,
SCEDC has developed cooperative relationships with financing institutions such as local
and statewide banks, the NH Business Finance Authority and related development
corporations. SCEDC has structured a few deals in 1999 and is working to do more in
2000! Please let us know of potential financing opportunities that can lead to job creation
in Sullivan County.
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SCEDC believes it is important to encourage communities who are seeking
economic development to establish a local economic development corporation or
committee. SCEDC is assisting the established groups in the following manner:
• Charlestown Economic Development Association - Assisting with a US
Department of Agriculture community loan application, assisting with a
development strategy for the Stoddard property; managing the lease purchase
arrangement with Optical Solutions Inc
• Claremont Industrial Development Authority - Assisting in marketing vacant
industrial sites and buildings; contacting companies in other areas regarding
opportunities in Sullivan County; identifying financing options for new
businesses; provided financing to small start up business.
• Economic Corporation ofNewport - Assisting the Community Development
Director with the restoration of the Eagle Block; providing administrative
assistance to ECON; supplementing ECON's development program.
• All communities, both large and small, benefit in some way from having the
Sullivan
County Economic Development Council engaged in an on-going development
effort. As has been mentioned in the past, "A rising tide lifts all boats."
A representative of the Council would like to meet with your town or development
organization to explore development opportunities. Please call us at 1-800-783-8213 or
543-1298.
Sincerely,
Gerald I. Coogan, J. Cheston M. Newbold,
Executive Director President
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DEATHS IN TOWN OF ACWORTH
DATE AGE NAME
1/7/99
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